
The Prosecutor vs Joseph Bombi
The case of the 2014 International Moot Court competition at The Hague concerns a businessman accused of committing crimes against humanity by enslaving workers at his diamond mines in a country torn by civil war.  

Joseph Bombi, the CEO of Zokia Limited (Ltd), arranged with the government of the Republic of Euphoria ("RoE") to operate diamond mines in RoE's Western provinces in return for sharing proceeds with the RoE. The RoE is embroiled in a bitter civil war between the Dinka, a majority ethnic group living mostly in the large, fertile coastal plain that makes up the Eastern provinces of Euphoria, and the Zema, a minority ethnic group living in the interior mountain region of Euphoria's Western provinces which are rich with natural resources. 
The civil war began when the Zema, upset with the exploitation of the natural resources in their local area and the uneven distribution of the proceeds among the population by the Dinka–lead central government, formed the Alliance for Zema Freedom (AZF), which has been fighting the national armed forces of the RoE, predominantly composed of Dinka, to gain control over all mines located in historical Zema lands. Intense and protracted hostilities are ongoing between RoE forces and the AZF and though the AZF is unable to hold much territory they are fighting a brutal insurgency campaign.

Zema citizens in the Western provinces must live in "Security Camps" set up by the RoE which claims the camps protect civilians from the conflict. All food and water to these camps are supplied by the RoE and no foreign relief agencies or workers are permitted in the camps because the RoE has declared the Western provinces a "closed military area". The international community has been hearing horrific tales of mistreatment and abuse from the few who manage to escape the camps. Reports of starvation, rampant disease and random killings by the armed forces guarding the camps are provided by survivors. The RoE uses the foreign currency generated by the sales of diamonds from its mines to purchase arms used to fight against the AZF and enforce its policies against the Zema.
One of the few ways an individual can leave the camp is to be transferred to the diamond mines in the area. In order to get workers for the mines, Bombi and Zokia Ltd. make a payment of around $300 for each worker, to the RoE officers in charge of the local Security Camps. Once transferred from the camps to the mining property, a Zema worker is not permitted to leave and is assigned to work in the mines or to perform one of the various tasks needed to support the mining operation. Each worker is also assigned housing at the mine and supplied with clothing and daily meals.

Mine workers are not paid but can earn "Zokas", company credits that will allow them to purchase extra portions of food, specialized equipment for their job and additional furnishings for their room including better beds, basic televisions and radios. Though the mining property is guarded by private contractors hired by Zokia Ltd., RoE armed forces occasionally visit the mines conducting sweeps through the workers looking for Zema affiliated with the AZF. If a Zema worker is unable to work or is a source of trouble, the worker is supposed to be transferred back to a local Security Camp but rumors at the mine are that such workers simply disappear. 

The Prosecution will be arguing that the evidence demonstrates that Joseph Bombi's conduct meets the elements of the crime against humanity of enslavement under Article 7 of the Rome Statute and that the court is able to proceed to a full trial.

The Defense will be arguing that the evidence shows Mr. Bombi attempting to save Zema individuals from the horrors of the Security Camps. Though Mr. Bombi is neither Dinka, nor Zema, his wife is Zema and he was attempting to rescue as many Zema as he could under the circumstances of the devastating civil war. 
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